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1. Welcome to the LAE user guide
The Lavastorm Analytics Engine (LAE) Web Application, composed of the LAE Directory and Lavastorm Explorer,
enables you to collaborate with other users and discover and view graphs that are available on your system.
You can import your LAE documents, view graph runs and their data, edit run parameters and run graphs. The
LAE Directory is where you select and import graphs, and Lavastorm Explorer is where you view and run graphs.
This user guide describes the tasks that you can perform in the LAE Directory and Lavastorm Explorer.

1.1 Logging in to the LAE Directory
Note: You must have browser cookies enabled in order to authenticate in the LAE Web Application.
1. Navigate to the LAE Web Application.
2. Enter your username and password to log in to your Lavastorm Analytics Engine (LAE) account.
» The LAE Directory opens; from here you can access and import graphs.
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LAE Directory user interface
(1) Notifications indicator
(2) Account menu: Click to log out
(3) Collections pane: Select an option to view related items in the items pane

(4) Import graphs
(5) Items pane: Displays a list of available graphs
(6) Details pane: Graph details and run history
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2. Importing graphs into the LAE Directory
You have signed in to the LAE Directory, see Logging in to the LAE Directory on page 5.
Note: It is only possible to import graphs in LXA (executable) file format.
1. From the left side of the screen, click the Import button.

2. Navigate to the LXA ; file that you want to import and select it.
» The graph is imported to the LAE Directory and is listed in your My Documents collection.
Tip: If you are the owner of a graph, you can import a new version at any time. To import a new version
of your graph, follow the steps described above and select the new version of your graph.
Note: If your graph contains nodes from custom libraries, ensure that all custom libraries have been
uploaded to the LAE Directory. If a graph uses custom libraries that have not been uploaded to the LAE
Directory, the graph import will fail. Users with the role of administrator can upload node libraries to the
LAE Directory, see the LAE Administration Guide for more information on uploading node libraries.
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2.1 Notifications
You can continue to work while you import or run graphs. The notifications indicator in the top right corner of
the screen indicates the status of any background tasks that are running.
You can view details of the background tasks by clicking the notifications indicator to open the notifications
panel.

Tip: From the notifications panel, you can clear completed tasks by clicking Clear all completed.
Tip: The notifications indicator is only displayed if there are background tasks running, or if a completed
or failed background task has not been cleared from the notifications panel.
Notification icon

Status
Indicates that a task is being processed. The notifications count shows the number of
tasks that are in progress.
Indicates that a task has been successfully completed. The notifications count shows the
number of completed tasks.
Indicates that a task has failed. If there are multiple tasks in progress, the error icon is
displayed if any of the tasks fail. The notifications count shows the number of failed tasks.
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2.2 Selecting a graph to view
You have signed in to the LAE Directory, see Logging in to the LAE Directory on page 5.
1. From the collections pane, click My Documents.

» A list of graphs that you have imported is displayed in the items pane in the center of the screen.

From the collections pane, click Shared With Me.

» A list of all graphs that have been shared with you is displayed in the items pane.

Depending on your system settings, you may also have the option to view All Documents. From the
collections pane, click All Documents.

» The items pane displays a list of all graphs that are available on your system.
» You can sort the list of graphs by name, date created, created by, modified on or modified by.
2. Select a graph from the items pane to display the graph details.
» The graph details are displayed in the details pane on the right of the screen.
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2.3 Sharing graphs
You have selected a graph in the LAE Directory, see Selecting a graph to view on the previous page.
Note: You can only share graphs that you own.
1. Click the Share button.

» The Share Graph dialog box opens and displays a list of all users or groups who have access to the
selected graph.

2. Start typing the name of a user or a group.
» As you type, a list of users and groups is displayed. The list is filtered to display only matching entries.
Tip: If you type the name of a user or group that does not exist, the Apply Changes button will
be disabled and you will not be able to add the name.
3. Select a user or a group from the list and press Enter.
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» The selected user or group is listed in the dialog box.
4. Click Apply Changes.
Tip: You can copy the Sharing Link from the Share Graph dialog box to send the graph to other users.
Tip: To remove a user or group from the list, click the delete icon
name.

to the right of the user or group

Tip: To share graph runs with other users, click the Share link next to the graph run in the LAE Directory
details pane.
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3. Viewing graphs in Lavastorm Explorer
You have received a web link to view a graph in Lavastorm Explorer.
1. Navigate to the web link.
2. Enter your user name and password to sign in to your Lavastorm Analytics Engine (LAE) account.
» Your graph opens in Lavastorm Explorer.

You have selected a graph in the LAE Directory, see Selecting a graph to view on page 9
From the details pane, click Open to view the selected graph in Lavastorm Explorer.

By default, the graph and run parameters are displayed when a graph is loaded. If you click a node, the node
parameters are displayed in place of the graph and run parameters, see Viewing node parameters on page 15.
You can edit the run parameters by clicking the Run Graph button, see Running graphs and editing run
parameters on page 19.
Note: Only graphs that have been uploaded to the web application are available to select from the LAE
Directory. If you are given a graph link generated through Logistics Manager, the graph opens directly in
Lavastorm Explorer and is not listed in the LAE Directory.
Note: It is not possible to create or edit graphs in Lavastorm Explorer. For more information on creating
and editing graphs, see the Lavastorm Analytics Engine BRE help content.
You can perform the following tasks in Lavastorm Explorer, see:
l

Navigating the graph canvas on page 14

l

Panning on page 14

l

Viewing node output data in the Data Viewer on page 16

l

Viewing node parameters on page 15

l

Tracing on page 17

l

Running graphs and editing run parameters on page 19

The following screen shot gives an overview of the Lavastorm Explorer user interface. The graph shows the
passage of data from left to right.
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Lavastorm Explorer user interface
(1) Graph canvas
(2) Run graph button
(3) Node
(4) Record count
(5) Node pin
(6) Data viewer

(7) Graph or node properties
(8) Run history
(9) Trace field
(10) Return to LAE Directory
(11) Notifications indicator
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3.1 Navigating the graph canvas
As you move the mouse pointer over interactive items in the graph canvas, they are highlighted.
l

You can click a node to gain a greater insight into the construction of the graph. See Viewing node
parameters on the facing page.
Note: For graphs that contain inFlow nodes, graphics or charts are not displayed when the graph is
viewed in Lavastorm Explorer.

l

l

l

l

You can click a node pin to highlight the pin, its connection and the pin to which it is connected.
You can click a composite node to drill down and view the details of the sub-nodes. See Viewing composite
nodes on the facing page
You can click a record count to display the corresponding records in the Data Viewer. See Viewing node
output data in the Data Viewer on page 16.
You can pan to change your view of the graph canvas. See Panning below.

3.2 Panning
You can pan the screen to change your view of the graph canvas.
1. Move the mouse pointer to a blank area of the graph canvas, away from nodes and connectors.
2. Click and hold the mouse button.
» The mouse pointer becomes a hand.

3. Drag the mouse pointer in any direction to pan.

LAVASTORM ANALYTICS
14
lavastorm.com

User Guide: 3. Viewing graphs in Lavastorm Explorer

3.3 Viewing node parameters
1. Move the mouse pointer over a node.
» The node is highlighted and, if available, additional node information may be displayed in a tool tip.
2. Click the node.
» The node parameters are displayed in the Properties tab on the right of the screen. The node
parameters describe the general attributes, configuration, and the run statistics of the node.
3. Click the graph canvas.
» When a node is not selected, you can select to view the graph parameters or run history on the right
of the screen.

3.4 Viewing composite nodes
You can view the nodes and connections within composite nodes.
1. Double-click a composite node.
Select a composite node, then from the right of the screen, click the Open button.

» The composite node view opens in the graph canvas and you can investigate the sub nodes and
connections.
2. Navigate back to the main graph view by clicking the breadcrumb link in the top left of the screen.
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3.5 Viewing node output data in the Data Viewer
By default, when you open a graph in Lavastorm Explorer, the Data Viewer is minimized.
1. Click a record count.
» A sample of up to the first 1000 records of corresponding node data is displayed in the Data Viewer.
» Each new record count that is clicked opens corresponding node data in a new tab in the Data Viewer;
you can open multiple Data Viewer tabs at once.
Note: Depending on the total volume of data, it may take some time for the data to be loaded in
the Data Viewer.
2. To rearrange the order of the columns in the Data Viewer, click and drag the column to the desired
location.

Click the column header button

.

3. Select Move to Beginning, Move to End, Move Left or Move Right.
4. Click

to minimize or maximize the Data Viewer.
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3.6 Tracing
You are viewing a graph in Lavastorm Explorer, see Viewing graphs in Lavastorm Explorer on page 12.
You can trace the flow of data through a selected field on your graph by using the Trace field menu in the top
right corner of the screen.
1. Select or type a Trace field in the top right corner of the Lavastorm Explorer screen.

» If you start typing the name of a field, the closest match is highlighted.
» You can select from all fields that are included in your current view of the graph.
» The flow of the selected data is traced through your graph with a purple line.
2. To remove the trace line and return the graph view to normal, select the blank Trace field entry at the
top of the list.

You can trace the flow of data through a selected field on your graph by using the Data Viewer.
1. In the graph canvas, click a record count.
» A new tab opens in the Data Viewer. For more information on the Data Viewer, see Viewing node
output data in the Data Viewer on the previous page.
2. Click the column header button

.

» A context menu opens.
3. Select Trace field.

» The flow of the selected data is traced through your graph with a purple line.
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EXAMPLE:
In the following example, the flow of data through the recordCount field is traced through the graph.
From the Trace field list, select recordCount.

» The flow of data through the recordCount field is traced through the graph with a purple line.
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4. Running graphs and editing run parameters
1. Click the Run graph button.

Caution: If you are re-running a graph that has been run in Logistics Manager, the execution plan
that is set in Logistics Manager must contain only one run definition and be set to run manually.
See the Administration Guide for more information on execution plans.
» If the graph does not contain any run parameters, the notifications indicator shows that the graph
run is in progress.
» If the graph contains any run parameters, the Run Graph dialog box opens.
Run parameters are a set of factors that define the conditions of a graph run; for example, you can
change the run date to view results of the same report for a different day.
2. Edit the parameters in the Run Graph dialog box, as needed, and click the Run Graph button.
» The notifications indicator shows that the graph run is in progress.

Tip: You can continue to work in the LAE Web Application while the graph run is in progress.
Note: Depending on the data size and the complexity of the graph, the graph run may take some
time to complete.
» The notifications indicator displays a tick symbol when the run is complete.

3. Click the Run History tab on the right side of the Lavastorm Explorer screen.
» A list of graph runs is displayed.
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»

Indicates that the graph run has completed successfully.

»

Indicates that the graph run has failed.

4. Click the Open link to open the graph run.
Tip: The Run History is also available from the details pane of LAE Directory screen.
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5. Logging out
5.1 Logging out from the LAE Directory
1. Click your user name in the top right corner of the screen.

2. Select Log Out.

5.2 Logging out from Lavastorm Explorer
To return to the LAE Directory, click the Exit to Directory button.

To log out directly from the Lavastorm Explorer screen:
1. Click your user name in the top right corner of the screen.

2. Select Log Out.
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